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Donations of books, pamphlets, or manuscripts for the public library 
of Harvard College, may be sent directly to the library, or may be 
left with either of the following gentlemen : — 



Eey. Dr. Samuel Osgood, 
154, West Eleventh St., 
New York. 

Malcolm Maceuen, Esq., 
619, Walnut St., 
Philadelphia. 

Nathaniel H. Morison, Esq., 
98, Madison St., 
Baltimore. 

Key. Moncure D. Conway, 
114, Hopkins St., 
Cincinnati. 



Dr. Henry Wheatland, 
21, Chestnut St., 
Salem. 

Kev. John Weiss, 
9, Eighth St., 

New Bedford. 

John D. Washburn, Esq., 
6, Brinley Hall, Main St., 
Worcester. 

Osmond Tiffany, Esq., 

Maple St., opposite Central St., 
Springfield. 



Henry G. Denny, Esq. 
42, Court St., 
Boston. 



Parcels for the library may also be left with F. W. Christern, 763, 
Broadway, New York, or at the office of Buck's Cambridge Express, 
8, Court St., Boston. 
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LETTER. 



Harvard College Library^ 
Cambridge^ Mass,, June 1th, 1858. 



Hon. Thomas G. Gary. 
Dear Sir : — 

As several of the college officers will probably send you 
details in relation to the wants of their respective departments, 
it may not be necessary for me to do more than make general 

statements The reputation of the college and of the 

country, and the good of the community, appeal powerfully 
to the friends of the university to furnish at least the materials 
and tools for making the standard of education the highest 

and best on the continent To meet [the pressing 

demands upon the library of the college for the moral and in- 
tellectual culture of more than seven hundred students from 
all parts of the country, who are constantly going forth to 
take prominent positions in society,] the first object should be 
to provide, as far as practicable, the modern works in the 
different departments, as fast as they are published. And 
with nothing less than this ought the friends of the college to 
rest satisfied. 

If it were possible, it would be desirable to go further. Va- 
rious departments are deficient in rare old books and pam- 
phlets, which are as important to thorough students as the 
modern. The library is not more used for reading than it is 
for literary, genealogical, historical, statistical, philological, 
philosophical, scientific, and other investigations. It is the 
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obliged to resort to the literary treasures which his bounty 
had been the means of amassing, and which would give to 
the library celebrity, and make it a beacon to all literary and 
scientific men on the continent. 

I might extend my remarks to other important topics. 
There is so mu.ch to be said, that it is difficult to determine 
where to begin and when to end. I would not overlook the 
enlightened munificence which has from time to time placed 
in our alcoves very rare and costly books and collections. 
There is an excellent foundation to build upon ; but unless 
new works are added, the library, however valuable in any 
past time, must cease to command respect, and to exert the 
influence which it ought upon the university and the country. 
If the views which I have advanced exceed what by some 
persons are considered reasonable anticipations, I hope no one 
will be deterred from contributing whatever his inclinations 
and abilities may prompt, however small it may be, and how- 
ever unimportant it may seem, remembering that not a book 
or pamphlet has ever been printed, of which it is not desira- 
ble to have one copy in the library. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, yours, 

JOHN LANGDON SIBLEY, Librarian. 
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